SOUTH-EAST EUROPE NPM NETWORK MEETING
LJUBLJANA, 13 – 14 MAY 2025
Topic: “The Role of the NPMs in Monitoring Minimum Standards for the Procedural Rights of Suspects and Defendants in Pre-Trial Detention, in Line with the Recommendation of the European Commission of 8 December 2022 (C(2022) 897 final).”
DRAFT CONCLUSIONS


In full acknowledgement of the independence of the judiciary, the SEE NPM Network emphasises that pre-trial detention should be used as a measure of last resort and subject to periodic judicial review. Alternative measures to detention should be systematically considered, in particular where the offence is punishable only by a short sentence of imprisonment or where the suspect is a vulnerable person.

Responsible authorities should also ensure that detainees have effective access to a lawyer and professional interpretation during pre-trial detention. Confidentiality of meetings and other forms of communication, including legal correspondence, between detainees and their legal advisers should be respected. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]NPMs can contribute to a better respect of the procedural rights of pre-trial detainees through monitoring and reporting on the situation and conditions in detention, when violations of procedural rights may create risks of torture and ill-treatment.
